Recent advances in contrast agents.
Intravascular contrast agents are remarkably safe and inexpensive. With the recent approval of three new low-osmolality, high-cost contrast media, questions arise as to toxicity, side effects, and choice of particular agents for particular patients and examinations. This article examines the nature and the etiology of the effects of all currently available contrast agents in order to achieve an improved understanding of the relative advantages, disadvantages, and utility of each.